STATE OF CALIFORMIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Lh P Street, Sacramento, CA G5814
5916) 323-1283

March 6, 1981
ALL-COUNTY INFORMATION NOVICE I- 25-31

TO:  ALL COURTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
ALL CHIEF PROBATION OFFICERS
ALL LICENSED ADOPTION AGENCIES
ALL SUVENILE COURT JUDGES

SUBJECT: a5 2749 IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES
REFEREKRCE:

The purpose of this letter is to summarize ihe major provisions of Assembly
Bi11 2749 {Chapter 1166, Stats. 1980}, which became law on January 1, 1981 and
to apprise you of certain implementation issues resulting from its passage.

SUMMARY

AB 2749 establishes in state law the conditions of eligibility for the AFDBC-BHI
Program and changes the program name from AFDC-Boarding Homes and Institutions
{BHI) to AFDC-Foster Care {FC). WRIC Sectiuns 11213 and 11214, which were
mandated by AB 8 (Chapter 282, Stats. 1979}, are amended by AB 2749 merely to
reflect this program name change.

AB 2749 results in the following program changes:
1. It changes the requirements for children in foster care in that:
a. Funding of "direct court-ordered" or "court-specified” placements will
be discontinued June 30, 1982 to ensure that responsibility for
placement and care rest with an avency specified by AB 2749.
b. Funding of voluntary placements, which offer the child less
protectians than court-ordered placements, will be Timited to six
months beginning January I, 15982.
. Funding of children in unlicensed homes will be prohibited unless the
home is approved and exempt from licensure, certified pending
licensure or certified as an exclusive-use home.

d. The need for care in a group setting rather than a family setting must
be documented.
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¢, Provision is made fo ensure that AFDC-FC funded children who 1ive
with and are wards of nonrelated legal guardians also receive
services,

2. It brings state eligibility reguirements more closely in line with federal
requirements, thus increasing ths probability of receiving federal matching
funds in AFOC-FC payments.

3. It provides that a child is not 31igible for AFDC-FC unless placement and
care responsibitity is with an saency specified by the bill.

AB 2749 also provides policy clarification in several areas. [t specifies (a)
the placement authority needed to establish AFDC-FC eligibility (e.g., court
avder, voluntary placement agreement, relinguishmant, etc.): (b} the typss of
Facilities into which AFRC-FU-funded childron may be placed (oo, Tice ol o
approved Famity homes or Ticensed groap homes); (] Lhe services Lhal must be
provided to each eligible child {e.q., dssessment of child's trealment needs,

s ix-month reassessment, service planj; and {d) the conditions under which youths
aged 18-21 may receive AFDC-FC payments.

Finally, AB 2749 requires the Departmsnt to provide the Legislature with
information on areas where additional policy direction may be needed. Reports
are required on legal guardian placemants, on placements in certified,
Vicense-pending homes, and on entities cperating more than one group home.

ITMPLEMENTATION ISSUES

The State Department of Social Services (SDSS) expects to file regulations
implementing AB 2749 with an effective date of July 1, 1981. Hearings to
receive public comment on the proposed regulations will be held in Sacramento on
Wednesday, March 18, 1981 and in Santa Ana on Friday, March 20, 1981. Explained
below are those provisions of AB 2749 of which you should be aware at this time
in order to facilitate implementation of the forthcoming regulations.

Direct Court-Ordered Placements (also calied "“Court-Specified Placements")

AB 2749 discontinues AFDC-FC eligibility after June 30, 1982 for those children
who are placed directly by the court with "some reputable person of good moral
character". This type of order is made pursuant to WRIC Sections 362(1){a},
362.5{a), 727{1)(a) or Secticns 730 and 731 as they refer to 727(1)(a). In
order to implement this provision of AB 2749, counties will need to identify all
cases which are direct court-ordersd to assure that AFDC-FC funding does not
continue after Jdune 30, 1982. Additionally, counties may determine it
appropriate to make changes which would permit continued AFDC-FC eligibility.
Such changes finclude both obtaining a new court order designating the CWD or
probation department as responsible for placement and care of the child and
Ticensing the child's current foster care home or moving the child to a Ticensed
or approved family home or a licensed group home.




Time Limits on Voluntary Placements

AB 2749 establishes a six-month time limit on AFDC- Ff fund1nq for Ch??drﬂ{
placed under a voluntary plecemant sgreement . Thig ot Phit wilt auply
Lo children placed on or after January 1, 1482, For examp1 , 0f a child was
placed voluntarily with a beginning date of aid of February 5, 1982, he/she may
continue to receive AFDC-FC payments through August 4, 1982, provided all other
reguirements continue to be met.

However, there are two categories of children in voluntary placement for whom
this six-month AFDC-FC funding limit does not apply.

1. Children placed under a voluntary placement agreement on or before
Cecember 31, 1980 will he “qraﬂdfatheFAC in". Thet is, there is no funding
Timit on the length of placement and such placements may continue to re-
ceive AFDC-FC payments provided all other reguirements continue to be met.

Z. Children placed under a voluntary placement agreement from January 1, 1961
Larough December 31, 198l may continue to receive AFDC-FC pavments unfll
June 30, 1982 prGV|ded all other regquirements continue to be met.

Counties may wish to survey caseloads to s&uaiatPTy 1ﬁer+1ry those cases which
may be grandfathered, those which may receive AFDC-FC payments through June 30,
1982, and those which may receive payments 7"or six months from the beginning
date of aid.

AFDC~FC Forms Development and Revision

5055 1s in the process of revising forms currently used in AFDC-FC to reflect
AB 2749 requirements. Forms to be revised include the CA 2x, C& 350, CA 002
and the CWO-Probation agreement. The Departnent is also considering development
of three new forms to further implement AB 7749 provisions: 1) a CWD- -adoption
agency agreement similar to the CWD-probdticn agreement: 7} a services
documentation form which would be compieted oy the mTocmmPNL staff and retained
in the income maintenance case record to document that the AFDC-FC services
requirements have been met; and 3) a form to obtain the iegal guardian's
agreement Lo cooperate in the provision of wervices by the PHD

If you nave any questions regarding the above 1mplemuntat1on issues or the
provisions of AB 2749, please contact your county's AFDC Management Consultant
at {916) 445-4458,

Sincerely,

o X//iv

s &YLF 5. ﬂcKINSEY
l Deputy Oirector




